
Summer Reading Assignment for Incoming Seniors – English ⅞ - Mr. Lorenzo 

Hello Seniors! 

To prepare for the upcoming school year and begin developing your critical reading and 
analytical writing skills, you are required to read one of the following literary works over the 
summer: 

● Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
 

● Dracula by Bram Stoker 
 

● Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 
 

Your Task: 

Choose one of the three novels listed above to read in its entirety before the first day of 
school. This reading will serve as the foundation for discussion and an extra credit project in 
the first weeks of class. 

Annotation Requirement: 

As you read, you must annotate directly in the margins of the book or on sticky notes if you 
are using a borrowed or digital copy. Your annotations will be checked for credit during the first 
week of school. 

What to Annotate: 

To guide your reading and ensure thoughtful engagement, mark and comment on the following: 

● Key Themes – What central ideas or questions does the novel explore? 
 

● Character Development – Track major characters and how they evolve. 
 

● Important Passages – Underline or highlight meaningful quotes. Why are they 
significant? 
 

● Literary Devices – Note examples of symbolism, imagery, irony, foreshadowing, etc. 
 

● Personal Reactions & Questions – What confuses you? What do you agree or 
disagree with? What connections can you make to modern society or your own 
experiences? 
 



Your annotations should show that you are reading actively, thinking critically, and engaging with 
the text on a deeper level. 

 What You’ll Be Graded On: 

● Completion of the reading 
 

● Quality and depth of annotations 
 

● Evidence of engagement with the novel’s ideas 
 

If you have any questions over the summer, feel free to email me at slorenzo@schools.nyc.gov. 

I look forward to hearing your insights and interpretations in the Fall! 

Have a great summer—and happy reading! 
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